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Commanders' Column

By Col. Gary Moe
Mission Support Group Commander

After morethan 36 years of being a
proud member of the 148th, thetime has
finally come for me to say goodbye and
say thank you to all the members of this
great organization (past and present) for
all the support and opportunities | have
been afforded. | will retirefrom
Technician status effective May 3, 2008
and cannot believe the time has gone by
sofast. | remember theday | took my
entrance examin massat the OLD dining
hall along with 20 others. | must have
passed because | was off to basic
training shortly after that. When |
returned, | was fortunate enough to be
offered a short active duty tour at HQ
ARPCin Denver, COtowork the Palace
Chase program. Not too long after
returning from Denver, | washired full-
timein the Personnel officeasa
Personnel Clerk (GS-4). Lifewassimple
back then. Our office equipment wasa
phone (rotary and included a base
operator), pencil, pen, paper and a

MANUAL typewriter. Fast forwardto
today - high tech computer systems,
advanced technical weapons systems,
highly educated, trained and talented
individuals. | am thankful | did not have
to compete against the talent and high
caliber people we bring into the
organization today.

We now have modern, efficient
facilitiesand equipment, the community
knows and supports us, and we are the
best Fighter Wing in the business. The
demands and sacrifices of you, your
familiesand employersare greater than
they have ever been. Yet you all seemto
balance those demands and make it work.
| amtruly marveled by the performance
and results you al have achieved.

Any individual can achievetheir
personal goals, but the organization
needs the entire “Team” to be successful.
It does not matter what your job or rank
is, you are akey player inthe Wing's
success. The team needs your talent,
attitude, support and performance to
always be at its highest level to keep
moving forward and ensure we continue
to be relevant and the best of the best.

| think the future looks good. With
your consistent outstanding performance
over the years, and the strong support we
have gained from important and highly
influential officials, bothmilitary and
civilian, I believetheunit will bearound
for along, longtimeand will beflying
more modern aircraft in the not too distant
future.

Therewill be many changes and
challenges coming. You have
successfully dealt with them before, and |
am confident you will doit again. Keep
up the great work and attitudes. The

Thisfunded Air Force newspaper isan authorized publication
for members of the U.S. Military services. Contents of the ON
FIVE are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force
or the National Guard Bureau.

Theeditorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the
Public Affairs Office of the 148th Fighter Wing at Duluth
International Airport, Duluth MN 55811-5000.

COMMANDER Col. Mark R. Johnson

VICE WING COMMANDER Col. Frank H. Stokes

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER Capt. Julie M. Peterson

WING EXECUTIVE STAFF OFFICER
Capt. AudraA. Flanagan

EDITOR Tech. Sgt. Jodi L. Kiminski
PHOTOGRAPHY  Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe, Master Sgt.
Ralph J. Kapustka, Tech. Sgt. Brett R. Ewald, and Senior
Airman Donald L. Acton

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR Master Sgt. Paula J. Kane
Thisphoto-offset publication subscribesto and usesthe services
of AFPS, AFNS, and NGAUSPS. Material from other sources
will be credited with proper bylines.

Year 2008 Unit Training Assembly (UTA) and other training
schedulesfor the 148th Fighter Wing and all subordinate units:

__UTA___ _SUTA__  MANDATORY
19-20 Apr None Apr AFT
16-18 May 03-04 May

13-15 Jun None Jun

None Jul None Jul 28 Jul - 1 Aug
02-03 Aug None Aug 18-22 Aug
23-24 Aug

13-14 Sep None Sep

04-05 Oct 25-26 Oct

01-02 Nov None Nov

06-07 Dec None Dec

Wing has a bright future and | wish you
all thebest. | want to especially thank my
family for their never ending support over
theyears. | have truly been blessed.

Thanks to everyone for your
friendship, support and help in making my
career so rewarding and enjoyable. You
are the best!

National Guard
Bureau Public
Affairs Awards

The National Guard Bureau recently
held its 30th Annual Joint Media
contest. A distinguished panel of 10
judges selected the top 30 productsin
multiplemediacategories.
Thefollowing 148th personnel earned
top honorsin the below categories:
-Art/Graphics — 2nd Place:

Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.

-Pictorial Photograph - 2nd Place:
Senior Airman Donald Acton

-Video Documentary - 3rd Place:
“Memories of the 148th:

A LivingHistory”

Staff Sgt. Margaret Engebretson,
Tech. Sgt. Jason Rolfe, Tech. Sgt.
Jodi Kiminski

148th

Commander's Coin
seestory on page 6

On the Cover___

Crew Chief, Staff Sgt. Brian
Pawlovich recovers an F-16 at a
recent 148th Fighter Wing deployment
to Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska
Photo by Lt. Col. Reed Bowman.

See story on page 3.

Check out the 148th Fighter Wingweb siteat www.mndulu.ang.af.mil



Duluth_Mayor visits
148th Fighter Wing

By Capt. AudraA. Flanagan

Duluth’s newly-elected Mayor, Don
Ness along with Dave Boe, Margaret
Hodnik and Jeff Papas visited the 148th
Fighter Wing on Monday, Feb. 4, 2008.
Thevisitincluded amission brief, F-16
familiarizationand ExplosiveOrdnance
Disposal demonstration.

Topicsincluded in Mayor Ness'
briefing included the 148th history,
current mission, personnel metrics,
ExplosiveOrdnanceDisposal (EOD)
mission, current and future construction
projects, and significant
accomplishments.

Mayor Ness presented 148th
Fighter Wing Commander, Col. Mark
Johnson with a proclamation making Feb.
4, 2008 " 148th Fighter Wing Day” inthe
city of Duluth. The proclamation states
“the 148th Fighter Wing has along
history of excellence in the national
service and in the defense of the United
States of America’ and “Wewish to
honor the members of the 148th Fighter
Wing for their devotion, dedication to
duty and the vital role they play both in
thevitality of Duluth aswell asthe

148th Deploys to
Elmendorf Alr

Force Base
By Capt. AudraA. Flanagan

Whileapproximately 50 personnel
werereturning from athree-month long
PacificAir Force(PACAF) Air
Sovereignty Alert missionat Hickam Air
Force Base, Hawaii; another group of
personnel were planning their next
adventurein avery different place. The
Air Force requested the 148th Fighter
Wing, by name, to support North
American Aerospace Defense Command
(NORAD) Air Sovereignty Alert
operationsat Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Alaska

148th personnel supported NORAD
missionsin Alaskafor almost six weeks.
While deployed, members of the 148th
werevisited by Adjutant General, Maj.
Gen. Larry Shellito and Assistant
Adjutant General, Brig. Gen. Tim
Cossdlter. Mg). Gen. Shellitoand Brig.
Gen. Cossalter traveled to Alaskato thank
148th membersfor their continued service

I

Duluth Mayor Don Ness sits inside the cockpit of an F-16 during a tour of the 148th
Fighter Wing. Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.

security of our nation.”

Mayor Ness stated that “1’ve long
been aware and appreciative of the
important role the 148th playsin our
national security, but | learned about
many of the other ways this dedicated
group of servicemen and servicewomen
helps Duluth grow and prosper. The
148th has my full support and | thank Col.
Johnson and his entire command for their
leadership and service.”

148th Fighter Wing Vice
Commander, Col. Frank Stokeswhowasa
participant on Monday’s tour stated that

“Mayor Ness' visit to the 148th helped to
lay the foundation for a close partnership
between the Bulldogs and the L eadership
of Duluth. Hewas keenly attentive to our
presentation, and has a strong
understanding of the issues affecting the
future of the Wing. The mayor was
sincerely interested in the past
accomplishments of the 148th, and
recognized the Wing's recent success
with aCity proclamation. The148this
fortunate to have the continued support
of the Community |eaders and elected
officias.”

A 148th Fighter Wing F-16 taxis during a recent deployment to Elmendorf Air Force

Base, Alaska. Photo by Lt. Col. Reed Bowman

to the state and nation. “The 148th
continues to impress not only the Air
National Guard leadership, but leadership
at al levelsof the Air Force. The
unselfish acceptance of additional
missions and willingness to endure the
hardship of being away from home has
not gone unnoticed. The 148th
“Bulldogs” established a benchmark for
total force support to the Air Force,”

stated Brig. Gen. Cossalter.

The 148th wasthefirst non-
Alaskan or Canadian unit to support
AlaskaCommand (ANR) alert.
Additionally, the 148th wasthefirst F-16
unit to intercept Russian bombers, also
knowsas“Bears.” NORAD routinely
intercepts, or visually identifies the
Russian bombers and considers such
flights training opportunities for its pilots.



35ﬂ1AnnuaI
NonNe%m

By Tech. Sgt nW. Rolfe

OnFeb. 13,2008, 11 membersof the
148th Fighter Wing and fellow Minnesota
National Guard membersdeployedto
Norway for the Norwegian Troop
Reciprocal Exchange. Thisexchange
program, now in its 35th year, continues
to be a great opportunity for Minnesota
National Guardsmentoexperiencewinter
training, participatein Norwegian culture
and traditions, and establish lifelong
relationships.

Soldiersand Airmen trained with
Norwegian Home Guard instructorsto
learn the importance and history of winter
training. At Haltdalen, the Norwegian
Home Guard training center, the troops
learned valuable winter training such as
setting up emergency bivouacs, lighting a
fire, catching food in snares, the theory of
avalanches and rescue training, and ski-
joring. Ski-joring, afavoritetraining
activity for many of the troops, involves
20 soldiers being pulled behind atracked
vehicle through the snow. Thefinal
challenge of the winter training involved a
5 kilometer ski march through the
challenging mountainousterrain traveling
upward approximately 200 metersin
elevation where they set up bivouac once

TSgt Jacob Derungs completes a winter
training exercie in Norway. Photo by Tech.
Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.

an Exch ange

Minnesota National Guard members complete a winter training exercise called ski-
journing in Norway during the 35th Annual U.S./Norwegian Troop Reciprocal Exchange.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.
again and began digging snow cavesin
the side of a massive snow drift to spend
their last night during the FTX.
Theguardsmenwereimmersedin
various cultural exchanges and learning
activitieswhileinNorway. Formal dinner
programswerefilled with tradition and
culturefrom both U.S. and Norwegian
influences. The U.S. contingent visited
nearby towns like Roros where they
toured Olav’ sMine and experienced a
traditional sleigh ride through the
picturesque town. Soldiersand Airmen
also participated in a“Buddy-weekend”
program and traveled to Norwegian host
families throughout the country.
MinnesotaNational Guard Soldiers

Military Ball

and Airmen along side Norwegian Home
Guard trainers developed deep
relationships during this two-week
exchange. They shared cultural values of
their respective military and homelives,
learned valuable survival skills, and built
lifelong friendships. Asthe*“Partnersfor
Peace” program finishesits 35th year,
MinnesotaGuardsmenwill forever look
back at one of the most exciting,
demanding and rewarding training
experiencesintheir careers.

The 148th Fighter Wingwill again
participate in the exchange programin
Feb. 2010. Be sureto ask your supervisor
how you can be apart of thisoncein a
lifetimeopportunity.

The2008 Military Ball took placeMar. 1, 2008 at Blackwoods Conference Center in
Proctor, MN. Ball attendees enjoyed great food, company, speeches and an emotional

presentation from the 148th Honor Guard.

Key note speaker Maj. Gen. (ret.) Joe Gomer addresses the crowd at the 2008 Military
Ball. Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.

Check out the 148th Fighter Wingweb siteat www.mndulu.ang.af.mil



148th Fighter Wing

supports John
Beargrease Sled
Dog Marathon

By Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe

OnJan. 29, 2008, JasonRice,
President of the John Beargrease Sled
Dog Marathon, woke up from a short nap

and logged onto the computer to enter his

daily blog, “Near the shores of remote
Pike Lakejust outside Grand Marais, MN,
the Air National Guard ison amission to
keep Beargreaseteams safe...” He
completed thisblog not from his office or
home, but from the middle of the great
northern woods where the 148th Fighter
Wing of Duluth, MN set up a Joint
CommunicationsPlatform (JCP).

The 148th Fighter Wing
Communication Squadron completes
winter training on Minnesota National
Guard's high tech JCP and supports the
Beargrease while doing so. Their eight
member team sets up the JCP and afield
tent to live and work out of for their cold
five day mission. They need to be
prepared for any type of conditions
especially when facing 20 below zero
temperatureslikethispast week. NCOIC
Master Sgt. Bryan Druar also mentions,
“One of the biggest challengesis just
getting up here.” Being such aremote
[ocation, most times snow chains are
required on the vehicles to reach the site.

The 148th members operate day and

night, often by asmall cracklingfire, to
aid the sled dog teams and race officials.
They inform snowmobilersand therare
car or two about the race and safety on
thetrail. Their main missionisto transmit
information to the Beargrease basein
Duluth. Transmissionswould include
time, team number and the number of
dogsfor each sled dog team. The 148th
participates as part the Beargrease
Amateur Radio Coalitionor BARC. They
are also there in case of any emergency
on thetrails.

The JCP isastate of the art
communications platform used for State
emergencies. The Minnesota National
Guard uses the JCP during contingencies
to provide on site communications such
as satellite phone access, network

Gas-For-Vans Program

By Master Sgt. Mark J. Wasserbauer

Members of the 148th Fightrer Wing Communication Squadron brave below zero cli
to support Beargrease. Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jason W. Rolfe.

(.
mate
connection, weather updates, and radio
communication. Thelast timethe 148th
performed these capabilitieswasfor the
2007 Cavity LakeFireintheBoundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

“As | type this posting inside the
JCP, two generatorsrumble away,
supplying enough power to run a house
or two. High-speed data links and tons of
gadgets to make a tech guru drool,”
stated Jason Rice. The communications
wasn’t always this high-tech. Inthe
beginning, the 148th membersused a
small pick-up camper packed withradio
gear.

The 148th has supported the
Beargrease since 1995 with the exception
of the 2001 race when the unit was
supporting Operation Noble Eagle
throughout the United States.

The 148th First Sergeant’ s Council presented the Military Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV-Duluth) with $1225 worth
of prepaid gas cardson Mar. 2, 2008 in the Great Lakes Inn. The Council raised the money for the Gas-For-Vans Fundraiser, a
program helps provide fundsto assist MACV and the Combined Honor Guard in the operation and sustainment of their vans. The
vans provide critical transportation needs for many area veterans.

“We would like to thank the 148th Fighter Wing for its generous donation of gas cards to support our Honor Guard and
MACV-Duluth. .. Your support of the Duluth Combined Honor Guard is a statement of the type of unit you portray. Y ou personify
all that is honorable and are the embodiment all the valueswe hold dear as soldiers and veterans,” said Durbin M. Keeney, MACV

Regional Director.

In 2007, the MACV van provided over 10,100 milesfor direct servicesto veteransincluding transporting veteransto hospitals,
appointments, and shopping. The Community Outreach program made 107 trips with our veteransto help bring food, pumpkins,
canned food deliveries, and toys. The Duluth Combined Honor Guard is one of the busiest in the state. In thelast year, the Honor
Guard has put on over 4000 mileson their vehicle. Last year, they performed servicesfor 148 funerals (895 funeralsin thelast five
years). Keeney said, “Not only do we serve the families of our fallen comrades but we serve in many other capacitiesaswell. We
attend parades, teach flag etiquette and history, post colors for organizational meetings and conventions, go into the schools and
talk about our military/combat experiences, and whatever we can do to help the community and instill areal sense of patriotism and

pride.”

The Gas-For-Vansfundraising drive, the second annual drive hosted by the 148th First Sergeant’s Council, also serves adual
purpose. The money raised is used to purchase pre-paid gas cards from St. James Catholic School. Three percent of the total cards
purchased from St. James goes back to them and is used to purchase school supplies and sports equipment for the school.
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First Commanders
Coin awarded
By Senior Airman Donald L. Acton

On Saturday, Jan. 12, 2008, Wing
Commander Col. Mark R. Johnson
presented the Commanders Coin to two
Security Forces Squadron (SFS) members.

Tech. Sgt. Nathan D. Sykeswas
awarded the coin because of his efforts to
streamline the front gate process which
he began reformulating in Nov. of 2006.
He also created an efficient process for
visiting dignitariesthat would expedite
their arrival and departure. To operate the
new front gate and visitor center, five
individuals were handpicked by Sykes
that hefelt would have an extreme
emphasis on customer service, display
exemplary professionalism, and focuson
good first impressions for non-base
membersto experience when visiting the
148th Fighter Wing. After accomplishing
these goals, Sykes was hired into the SFS

Tech. Sgt. Nathan D. Sykes is awarded the first 148th Commanders Coin by Col. Mark
Johnson, Base Commander. Photo by Senior Airman Donald L. Acton

training manager position in June of 2007
and gave control of the visitor center to
Staff Sgt. Stephen L. Tuohy.

Tuohy took over in June of 2007
and has continued to carry on the superb
performance of the visitor center team.

Exceptional Promotion Program (EPP)

By Chief Master Sgt. Jodi Stauber

“I’'m a great believer in luck, and
| find the harder | work themorel have
of it.”

The State has recently finished the
2008 EPPcycle. Pleasecongratulate
Senior Master Sgt. Paul Raj of the
Mission Support Group and Senior
Master Sgt. Marvin Misgen of the
Maintenance Group for their nomination
and selection for promotion to Senior
Master Sergeant. Both individuals are
truly “exceptional” performersas proven
by their selection by the State board.
Congratulations to both of you. You
havetruly earned it!

WHAT ISEPP? TheExceptional
Promotion Program was devel oped to
provide promotion opportunity to Senior
Master Sergeant and Chief Master
Sergeant for traditional guard members
when staffing document authorizations
do not exist. The State of Minnesotais
extremely fortunate to be able to promote
four exceptional membersevery year with
EPP. Theimportant word to emphasizeis
“exceptional.” These promotions are not
unit vacancy promotions or even
deserving airman promotions. Selection
for promotion is based on exceptional
performance. Itispurely reserved for
those who strive to be the very best and
epitomizethe Air Force Corevalue
“Excellenceinall wedo.”

HOW DOESEPPWORK? EPPisa
very unique program inthat itisa
competitive process. Eligible candidates

are nominated by their commanders. The
candidates then interview at the Wing
level and the four successful candidates
are forwarded to a“ paper only” board
and compete against members of the
133rd Airlift Wing at astatelevel paper-
board. Thefinal selections are made at
the State level boards and forwarded to
National Guard Bureau (NGB)for final
approval.

HOW CANIBECOMEELIGIBLE?
Theéligibility factorsinclude the same as
thoselistedin ANGI 36-2502, Promotion
of Airmen. Inaddition, you must bea
traditional guard member, fully qualified
inyour DAFSC, have at least 17 years
satisfactory service, and must agree to
transfer to the retired reserve after three
years or find avalid staffing document
vacancy commensurate with the your EPP
grade.

WHERECANI GET MORE
INFORMATION? If youareinterested in
learning more about EPP, pleaserefer to
ANGI 36-2101, AssignmentsintheANG,
ANGI 36-2502, Promotionof Airman,
DANGBI 36-2502, FMNR 36-2504,
MNANG SOAR and SEAR Programsor
contact the MPF or the CCM anytime.

A WORD ON PME: PME isabout
developing leaders! Y ou should never
“do your PME so you can get promoted.”
PMEisNOT about promotion.
Promotions are based on past
performance and future potential. PME s
simply atool to help you develop and
become awell-rounded person and leader.
If you are competent in the execution of

Since the new front gate was opened in
June 2007, the visitor center hasreceived
over 40 written complimentsand
countless verbal complimentsfrom both
visitors and guard members.

your duties and display leadership
qualities, promotionwill come. However,
promotionwill not comewithout
preparation onyour part. Likewithall
thingsin life, you get out what you put in.
Thebiggestineligibility factor for 148th
membersisincomplete Professional
Military Education (PME). For example,
we have 71 potential Master Sergeants on
this Wing who have not completed their
PME —whichinturn-makesthem
“ineligible.”

Chief Rick Davissummarizedit best:
“1f you are lucky enough to be nominated
for EPP competition, make sureyou shake
the hand of everyone who wasn't
prepared and thank them for making the
competitionalittleeasier!”

“Leadership and learning are
indispensable to each other.” ~ John F.
Kennedy

| canbereached at (218)788-73300or
(218)788-72490remail

Have an Idea for the Bulldog
BX?
TheBulldog BX islooking for
ideasfor 148th Fighter Wing
60th Anniversary clothing and
merchandise. If thereis
something youwouldliketo
suggest, please contact Master
Sgt. Mark Wasserbauer at
(218)788-7479.

. J

Check out the 148th Fighter Wingweb siteat www.mndulu.ang.af.mil



Your dental readiness
By LtCol. WayneGatlin,DDS
148thMedical Group

All military membersareawareof
the importance of readiness to mission
accomplishment. A high state of
readiness includes such things as proper
training, equipment maintenance and
medical and physical fithess. What
sometimesis overlooked is dental
readiness. Dental emergenciesare
historically and currently the most
common preventable reason for the loss
of personnel inthe wartimetheater. This
has a direct negative effect on mission
accomplishment. The Department of
Defense has taken a hard look at this and
decided that all military membersrequire
anannual dental exam.

The annual dental exam can be

done by your civilian dentist or an Air
National Guard dentist. If youcivilian
dentist performsthe exam, he or shewill
need to completeaDD Form 2813 which
can be obtained at the 148th Medica
Department. After examination, a
classification will be assigned indicating
your dental status. Class 1 indicates you
have a normal and healthy dental
condition. Class 2 indicates you have a
minor dental problemthat isnot likely to
become an emergency within 12 months.
Class 3indicates that you have amajor
dental problem that will becomean
emergency within 12 months. Class4
status is assigned if you have not
submittedaDD Form 2813 within12
months of your last exam, and dental
status is then considered unknown.
Dental Class 3 or 4 both indicate

DOD decal no longer required

OnFeb. 20,2008, the 148th Fighter
Wing'sInstallation Security Council had
determined that DOD vehicledecal swill
no longer be required at the 148th.

“SinceSept. 11, 2001, security
forcesfor military installationsare
requiredto perform 100%identification
check on the driver who enters the
installation. The D checks greatly reduce
the need for base vehicle decals since the
decals used to be the primary method to
enter the base.” ~ Air Force Print News
Today; March 2007

“Vehicledecalsareaforce
protection vulnerability. They are easily

counterfeited, moved from one car to
another or found in used car parking
lots.” ~PQOV Registration; About.com:
USMilitary; June2007

The Department of the Air Force
states “there is no requirement for
vehicles entering AF installations to be
registeredviaDD Form 2220 (vehicle
decals).”

Thefront gate at the 148th will
continueto do 100% I D checksand will
implement additional measures of security
such asincreased FPCON Levelsas
needed and/or directed.

Upcoming 148th Fighter Wing events

The Services Club Spaghetti Dinner will be held on Saturday, April 19, 2008.
Social hour isat 4:30 p.m., Dinner startsat 5:30 p.m., and the band “ The Basement” will
perform from 7-11 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door. If you have any questions, please
contact Staff Sgt. LizHansenat (218) 788-7326.

The Guard Family Network’ sAnnual Silent Auction and Basket Rafflewill beheld
during the Spaghetti Feed, Saturday, April 19, 2008 from 5-7 p.m. If youwouldliketo
support the event with adonation item, please call Jennifer at (218) 788-7833.

Driftwood Estates at Fish Lakeis offering four temporary seasonal sites. Areyou
interested? Deadline for these four sitesis April 20, 2008 by noon. If more then four
interested parties alottery will happen Sunday afternoon of UTA. You must be an
eligible paid club member. Thefeefor aseasona siteis$400.00 which includesyour
Driftwood Estates dues. Questions or interested contact Master Sgt. Stephanie LaFleur
at (218) 348-2692 assoon aspossible. SitesAvailableMay 1 - Sept. 30, 2008.

TheRetireesBreakfast will beon June 19, 2008.
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unacceptable levels of dental health and
preclude amember from deploying under
any circumstances. Once placed in Class
3or 4, themember will beprofiled onthe
AF Form 422 to PAT status, and therefore
not qualified for worldwide depl oyment.
Failure to complete the necessary dental
treatment or to have an annual exam may
resultinineligibility toperformUTAsS,
AFTs, or deployments. Ultimately, a
member could beadministratively
discharged for not complying with these
regulations.

Fitness for duty, including dental
health, is apersonal responsibility. The
annual dental exam requirement ishereto
stay. Dental healthiisvital for force health
protection and for mission
accomplishment. Get that exam done- itis
good for you and for the Guard.

148th FW
PROMOTIONS

RANK / NAME SQ

As of January 2008

MSgt. Robert R. Santmyer CES
TSgt. Zachary J. Graves CES
MSgt Jill M. Haapala M SF
As of February 2008

MSgt. Vernis E. ZiegelmannCES

TSgt. Jacob J. Derungs Med Gp
TSgt. Aaron N. Doering LRS
SSgt Donald L. Acton HQ
SSgt. Steven w. Braman Maint Sq
SSgt. Steven L. Johnson CES
SSgt. Joshua p. Kolkind CES

SSgt. Anthony J. Schnellbach SFS
SMSgt. Daniel E. Lysher CES
SMSgt. Marvin M. Misgen Maint Sq

SMSgt. Paul J. Raj M SF
MSgt. Mark A. Graves CES
As of March 2008

CMSgt. Steven F. Adolfs  AMXS

CMSgt. Patricia K. Beaudry MSF

SM Sgt. Anthony J. Beatrez Ops Spt Flt
SMSgt. Brian L. Isaacson AMXS
MSgt. Scott T. Castleman CES

TSgt. John R. Laitinen Comm
TSgt. Jessica R. Laurin LRS
TSgt. Reginald E. Saxton Comm
SSgt Beau M. Dyste AMXS
SSgt. Samantha L. Gerber Maint Sq
SSgt. Gretchen K. Mertzig LRS
SSgt. Angela M. O’'Hara  MSF
SSgt. Joshua S. Reiman Comm
A1C Adam C. Ault Maint Sq
Amn Martha S. Chartier Ops Spt Flt
As of April 2008

MSgt. Jeffrey A. Groves CES
TSgt. Mark R. Schieb AMXS
TSgt. Elizabeth A. Hansen Maint Sq
TSgt. Nicholas M. Peterson AMXS
SSgt. Joshua A. Bartel AMXS
SSgt. Annie JL Berg Svc
SSgt. Scott G. Herrington Comm
SSgt. Jeremy J. MacNair Comm
SSgt. Amanda J. Nelson Med Gp

Congratulations!!!




BULLDOGBITS...

By Lt. Col.Penny J. Dieryck

Spring isalmost here. Hooray! It's
the middle of March. Congress has
decided to implement day light savings
timeeven earlier thisyear. It may saveon
heating bills and lighting your homes,
however, it will mean running theair
conditioning systems longer in the
summer. Once weturned the clocks
ahead, it was nice to see the sun while we
drove home at night.

Speaking of air conditioning, last
time | wrote thiscolumn, | wasin sunny
Hawaii. Thistime, | aminthe heart of the
wilderness, ALASKA. Yes, theaircraft
and people moved back toward the east
and afew thousand miles to the north and
landed at ElImendorf Air Force Base,
Alaska. Talk about awhirl-world
opportunity. From the sunny beaches of
OAHU to the snow covered mountains of
Anchorage. | thought maybeit was a
April Fool’sjoke, but not too many
people saw the irony in the swift
movement from one location to the other
to include the weather forecaster.

We went from hanging with the
HIANG to being under the control of TOP
ROC, theair space controllers of the
Alaskan Command. The opportunity to
experience an Alaskan winter madethe
Minnesota one seem very mild. Not only
did our members get to snowmobile, snow
shoe, and cross country ski at Hatcher
Pass, they got to see "Bullwinkle the
Moose” up close and personal. We may
have FOD gates at the 148th; however,
Elmendorf has moose gates and fencesto
keep the lumbering creatures off the
runway. The pilots got to fly by Mt
McKinley and see Denali National Park
fromabird’ seyeview.

Our first week in Alaskawasablur.
We stood up on alert with three F-16Cs.
Half way through the day, Col Spencer
called and said to get the other three
aircraft ready to goon aBEAR hunt. In

oneday’ stime, we had all the aircraft
ready to go, and the temperature was a
balmy -30 degrees. Thenext day the
aircraft were launched on one of their
missions, however, the BEAR was hiding
behind aglacier and initially could not be
seen. Thosefirst two aircraft returned to
base and before they shut down, we
launched another set of Falcons. Inthe
middle of the night over the Bering Sea,
theBEARswerefound. Yes, Gen.
Broman the Russian war planner isalive
and well. To think our unit hasbeen a
part of intercepting our friends from the
Cold War on two separate occasions, two
opposite coasts, and 20 years apart. And
we thought the Cold War was over.
Along with the moose and the
bird’ seyeview, our membersfed bald
eagles, saw Dahl sheep and watched the
Raptorsfly. Not the bird type of Raptor
buttheF-22“RAPTOR.” Theaircraft
loomed large sitting next to the sleek F-16,
however, the RAPTOR has a surface that
makesit invisibleto enemy radar. Col.
Johnson said when he got to fly against
the F-22 that the RAPTOR locked onto
the FALCON from 20 milesaway and
killed the Falcon without being seen.

Another wildlife opportunity which
took place in Alaska was the sighting of
gophers and reindeer. The gophers were
the Minnesota Golden Gophers men’s
hockey that played in Anchorage while
our deployment was taking place. The
148th hockey buffs got to see a Seawolf
take on a Gopher at center ice, and the
Gophers swept the Seawolves back into
the Gulf of Alaska. Our unit membersalso
got to see the 1st ever running of the
reindeer in downtown Anchorage. Just
like Spain’srunning of the bulls, the
citizens of Anchorage paid money to race
against the reindeer on acourse in their
beautiful downtown. See what those
long, dark winters do to a person.

Well, | haveto end with onefinal
running story. The running of the 148th
Mission Support Group is going to
change hands by the May 1, 2008 due to
theretirement of Col. Gary Moe. After 38
years of service and 12 years as Mission
Support Group Commander, Col. Moewill
join theranks of the retired, so now he
can attend the monthly retiree’s
breakfasts. Good L uck Col. Moewith
your future golf, fishing, and fun-filled
adventures, whatever they might be!

15th Wing Commander, Col. JJ Torres thanked all deployed 148th members by
presenting a paddle-shaped plaque stating that our members “represented your unit,

your Adjutant General, and the state of Minnesota well.”

Hickam Air Force Base.
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